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The New Low-Lead Law

With the compliance deadline approaching
for California’s AB 1953, Stephanie Harris,
managing editor of Water Quality Products,
recently spoke with NSF’s technical manager
of water distribution systems certification
program, Pete Greiner, to gain insight on the

Pete Greiner

Signed into law by Gov. Schwarzenegger on
Sept. 30, 2006, Assembly Bill (AB) 1953 will
go into effect in California on Jan. 1, 2010.
This will require the amount of lead in plumb-
ing fixtures not exceed 0.25%. To help manu-
facturers and water treatment professionals
abide by the new law, Annex G has been estab-
lished to NSF/ANSI Standard 61 to provide

a means of compliance with the law.

Stephanie Harris: Please provide an overview of
California’s new AB 1953 legislation.

Pete Greiner: AB 1953 redefines the term “lead
free” in the state of California as it relates to any
pipe, plumbing and pipe fitting or fixture intended
to convey or dispense water for drinking or cooking.
For these products, lead free means not more than a
weighted average lead content of 0.25%.

The weighted average is determined by multiplying
the lead content of each wetted component times the
proportion of the total wetted surface area represented
by that component and summing up the results.

Effective Jan. 1, 2010, no person will be able to use,
install or bring into commerce these products unless
they comply with the new lead-free requirements of
the law.

Harris: What are the benefits of reducing
lead in plumbing fixtures?

Greiner: The bill is looking to make prod-
ucts safer by reducing their overall lead con-
tent. By reducing the level of lead in plumb-
ing fixtures, this will reduce the potential for
lead to leach from them to drinking water.

Harris: Even though AB 1953 is only in effect
in California, how will this affect the plumbing
and water treatment industries nationwide?

Greiner: The requirements of AB 1953 affect not
only manufacturers within California but all who
sell products in that state. Given the size of that mar-
ket, the law will affect manufacturers from around
the world. In addition to materially affecting these
manufacturers, it will probably result in many of the
same lead-free products to be available nationally.
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new law and Annex G to NSF/ANSI Standard 61.

Harris: Please explain Annex G of
NSF/ANSI Standard 61 and how this will
help manufacturers address AB 19532

Greiner: Adopted in late 2008, Annex G was
developed to establish an American National Standard
providing a means to determine compliance with the
California law, as well as a standard for other states
to reference if they develop similar regulations.

Annex G was developed through a consensus pro-
cess that included participation by the sponsor of the
AB 1953 legislation, regulators, manufacturers, users
and certification organizations. Input was also received
by the California assemblyperson that introduced the
bill, providing additional assurance that the require-
ments of the annex are consistent with the legislated
intent.

An additional benefit of Annex G is that it also
requires a product to meet the stringent leachate test-
ing requirements of NSF/ANSI Standard 61: Drinking
Water System Components—Health Effects. Testing
performed under that standard assures that all con-
taminants, including lead or other potentially harm-
ful chemicals, do not leach from products into
water at levels exceeding drinking water criteria.

Annex G also enables consumers and plumb-
ing and water treatment professionals to easily rec-
ognize which products abide by the AB 1953 lead
requirements. With the Jan. 1, 2010, deadline
quickly approaching, many manufacturers are pre-
paring to meet the requirements of the law. There
are a number of certified products available today.

Harris: Are any other states enforcing similar
legislation at this time?

Greiner: The only other state that I am aware of
with a similar law is Vermont. wgp

For more information, contact Pete Greiner at
734.769.5517 or by e-mail at greinerp@nsf.org.
Stephanie Harris is managing editor Water Quality
Products. Harris can be reached at 847.391.1007

or by e-mail at sharris@sgcmail.com.

For more information on this subject write
in 1011 on the reader service card.
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WOQRF Study to Measure
Long-Term Hard Water Damage
(WQRF) has retained

| 7 e Expanding on
% a study underway,
d:%‘ the Water Quality
éﬂi 11 Research Foundation
i‘\ '-v-l ‘ an independent test-
ing ﬁrm to measure how hard water might damage
many common household fixtures and appliances.

The Battelle Memorial Institute’s final
report is scheduled for September 2009.

WAOQA Indian Task Force Now Active

The International Section of the Water Quality
Association (WQA) proposed a task force in India
and worked with interested companies in India to
establish it. The group is responsible for setting up
one to two meetings per year to discuss industry-
related local issues.

Newform Certified to
Annex G Lead Requirements

New lead content require-
ments in California, mandating a
maximum weighted average lead
content of 0.25% for plumbing
products, will take effect Jan. 1,
2010. Newform, an Italian faucet
manufacturer, is one of the first
European faucet manufacturers to
successfully meet all of Annex G’s
lead content requirements.

Santa Clarita Approves

Watts Salt-Free Conditioners

California’s Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District
approved Watts Water Quality Products’ salt-free
water conditioners as alternatives to salt-based
water softeners.

The Santa Clara River Chloride Reduction
Ordinance of 2008 required removal of resi-
dential automatic water softeners in the
Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District.

Networking News

* J. Matthew Born, CEM, has joined
Earthwise Environmental, Inc. as vice presi-
dent of contractor sales—central region.

e CATCHCO, Inc. has retained Carl
Davidson to create sales training, manage-
ment training and a dealer program.

* Beth Thomas has joined AdEdge
Technologies as project manager.

* Nelsen Corp. has hired Rick Deems as
regional territory manager. wgp
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For more information related to this article,
visit www.wgpmag.com/Im.cfm/wq090911
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